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E war has now developed 

into a world-wide struggle 

between the “Have” and the 
“Have-Not” Powers and even 
the most propaganda-ridden 
Man-in-the-Street is coming to 
realize that it is a matter of 
economic policies and power 
politics. The moral veneer ap- 
plied by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and other politicians is 
wearing a little thin. 


At the same time, the pacifist 
movement has been somewhat shaken 
by the discovery that many of its sup- 
porters were unaware of the differ- 
ence between conscience and commun- 
ism. 

The moment, therefore, seems ap- 
propriate for a restatement of the 
position which was taken by many of 
us at the outbreak of the war and 
which was then deprecated as being 
a compromise. 

It has turned out to be more un- 
compromising than that of many who 
aneered at it. It rests neither on an 
emotional (though usually quite sin- 
cere) confusion of conscience with 
personal wishes nor on any political 
predisposition. It concerns only 
verifiable facts and the age-long 
teachings of the Church, 


When War is Murder 


This teaching is that to take part 
in an unjust war, which one knows 
er should have known to be unjust, 
is murder, and that the risk of one’s 
own life only adds to it an element 
of suicide. The theologians then lay 
down six conditions which must be ful- 
filled if a war is to be considered 
“Just.” These conditions are: 


4. It must be declared by a sovereign au- 
thority to vindicate an undoubted right. 

4. There must be no supra-national! authority 
competent to decide the issue. 


G. All possible attempts at arbitration must 
have been made and failed. 

4. It must be morally certain that the lossea 
to the belligerents, the world as a whole, 
and religion will not outweigh the advantages 
of winning. 

6. Only just sufficient force must be used, 
and the innocent and the non-combatants 
spared all possible suffering. 

¢. “There must be a considerable probability 
of winning. 

It is obvious at once that conditions 
4 and 5 are not fulfilled in this war. 
The massacre of the innocent, by 
bombing and starvation, is itself the 
answer. The Pax organization, in- 
deed, holds that no modern war can 
fulfil these conditions and that, there- 
fare, every modern war is, ipso facto, 
unjust. 

The sixth point is equally im- 
possible of fulfilment. As Mr. Cham- 
berlain, the unwilling instrument of 
the declaration of war, categorically 
stated: “In war, whatever side may 
eall itself the victor, there are no win- 
ners but all are losers.” f 

That the war declared by the Brit- 
ish Government on Germany on Sep- 
tember 3, 1939 does not fulfil the last 
three of the “theological points” can 
be confirmed by the observation of 
the simplest. The second point is 
equally clear. The Pope (who has 
resolutely refused to admit taat our 
cause is “just”) is a competent supra- 
national authority. 


Question of Fact 


The first and third points are 
matters of political fact. The whole 
truth will certainly not be available 
until the war is over-—though it is 
possible that a report of the “war- 
guilt” trials at Riom might add to 


WHILE there is little news of actual aid to Greece, therc 

is a growing demand that more should be done—and 
one item of news suggesting an attempt to discourage such 
demands. 

The Turkish steamer Dumlupinar is taking food to Greece in place 
of the Kurtulush, which struck a rock. 

Dr. Marce] Junod, of the International Red Cross, is reporting to the 
Turkish Government on the food situation in Greece and completing ar- 
rangements for the removal] of 5,000 Greek children to Switzerland, 3,000 
to Egypt, and 1,000 to Syria. 

The Swiss Federal Government have allowed the joint commission of 
the International Red Cross to export from Switzerland a certain quantity 
of milk vroducta for the people of Greece. 


BBC BAN 

The BBC were to have broadcast a 80-minute feature on “Starvation 
in Greece” at 8 p.m. on Feb. 6, in the Home Service. There was a last- 
minute announcement that the broadcast had been “‘postponed,” but the 
PPU learned, on inquiry at the BBC, that the “postponement” was for 
an “indefinite” period. The BBC were not able to say whether the decision 
was due to technical or political reasons. - 


PLEAS FOR MORE RELIEF 


The Times (Feb. 16) concluded a leading article with the words: “Pro- 
vided that exceptional conditions governing the concession to Greece are 
recognized, and provided that the supply is not limited to a single ship- 
ment of food, which would indeed be a cruel kindness, there is everything 
to be said for this mitigation of the blockade in favour of a nation which 
has dared much, has suffered much, has been a chivalrous and brave ally 
and has preserved its honour intact.” 

“No such tragedy as the starvation of the Greek people,” states the 
Daily Telegraph, “has been brought about in any war of modern times 
until now.” After ascribing blame to the Axis Powers the paper adds, 
“What can be done... must be done.” 

The Manchestcr Guardian, in a leading article, after urging ‘‘effective 
Measures” and implying that the present proposed shipment of 8,000 tone 
of wheat is not enough, continues: “In the case of Greece the risk of help- 
ing Germany is slight (it is apparently established that the Germans and 
Italians have not interfered with the administration of relief by Turkish 
Red Crescent agents working with the Red Cross); the food can be sent 
to Turkey without great difficulty, and the alternative to sending it is to 


permit something like the wholesale des 


LETTERS TO THE PRESS 


Mr. Marco Pallis, of Liverpool, in a letter in The Times (Feb. 12), 
declared that there seemed to be no evidence that the Germans had tried 
to interfere with supplies properly administered by the Red Cross. 
would it profit them to try, for at the firat sign of danger the whole ser- 


vice could immediately be stopped.” 

Supporting the appeal) for relief, in another 
letter in The Times (Feb. 13), Compton Mac- 
kenzie wrate: ‘Does it matter except to him- 
self if the enemy dares to profit materially by 
our generosity? Total war we can accept, 
but this must not include total war against our 
Christian heritage.” 


* 2 LJ 


Finchley and Friern Barnet Labour Party 
on Sunday passed a resolution urging the Gov- 
ernment to arrange for sufficient quantities 
of food to be sent to the starving people of 
Europe, subject to already proved, adequate 
safeguards ensuring that supplies are not 
taken by Germany or Italy. . 

A “Service of Interceasion for Hungry 
Europe” is to be held at St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields, Trafalgar Square, London, at 5.15 p.m. 
on Tuesday (Feb. 24). The preacher will be 
the Rev. Dom Bernard Clements, and the 
service will be conducted by the Rev. Eric 
Loveday, Vicar of St. Martin's. 

Copies of “Famine” will not be available 
efter Tuesday next, Feb. 24. Order at once 
from the publishers, 8 Endsleigh Gardens, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 


our knowledge if the censor would 
allow us to read it. But enough is 
available to force a conclusion that 
the necessary conditions are lacking. 


The war “must be declared by a’ 


sovereign authority to vindicate an 
undoubted right.” 

In a democracy, the sovereign au- 
thority is the people. The whole of 
the Government’s propaganda case 
rests on that fact—that this is a war 
demanded by the people. It is true 
that technically the King declares 
war; but he only does so on the ad- 
vice of Parliament; and Parliament 
itself draws its authority from the 
electorate. 

In 1935, Mr. Baldwin was returned 
to power on his programme of keep- 
ing peace. That was the last time 
the country was consulted. The only 
mandate that the present Government 
has from the people is that it has 
promised peace, 

Without any consultation with the 
“sovereign authority,” Mr. Cham- 
berlain was substituted for Mr. 
Baldwin; the whole basis of British 
foreign policy was changed by the 
guarantee to Poland; war was de- 
clared; Mr, Churchill was substituted 
for Mr, Chamberlain; the life of this 
self-constituted Government was pro- 
longed beyond the statutory limit by 
its own act; Habeas Corpus was sus- 
pended; Magna Carta was ignored; 


uction by-famine of a nation 
whose claims on our gratitude and admiration are overwhelming.” 


“Nor 


Let Headquarters 
Benefit 


WITH a cheque for £5 for Head- 
quarters Fund comes _ this 
letter :— 

I have been saving the 8d. pieces as you 
recommended, but that is not the explanation 
of the cheque. 

A short time ago I dropped our wireless 
set on the floor and blue flashes came out 
of it. But on picking it up it still worked, 
so I decided then ta send you far HQ Fund 
the money I had expected a minute before 
to have to pay for repairs! 

Yet another example to follow! 
When things turn out better than 
you fear, let Headquarters have the 
benefit. 

Contributions during the last fort- 
night: £26. Total to date: £346. 


Send your donations, made payable to the 
Peace Pledge Union, to Peace News, 8 Black- 
atock Road, London, N.4. 


var qi e 
-_ * Lhe’ Editor. 
and Britain has now been committed 
by Mr, Churchill not to make peace 
until Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Stalin 
permit it. So much for the 
“sovereign authority.” . : 

The “undoubted right” is, if 
possible, even more tenuous. To 
arrive at any true decision between 
Germany and Poland in the matter 
of Danzig and the Corridor—which, 
it must be remembered, is still the 
casus belli—would need a comparison 
of the German White Book with the 
British Blue Book; but even from the 
Blue Book alone it appears—by 
reason of the numerous suppressions 
—that what “right” there was in 
that matter was not on the side of 
Poland. 

In any case, for an uwunrepresen- 
tative Government to involve the 
entire nation in the consequences of 
an irresponsible guarantee about 
which it was not consulted can by no 
stretch of imagination be described 
as “a war declared by a sovereign 
authority to vindicate an undoubted 
right.” 

Arbitration 


The third point—that all possible 
(Continued on page 4, col. 4) 


This bust was contributed by the 
sculptor, Flora Kendrick, A.R.B.S. 
(Mrs. Horace Shipp), to the 
famine relief work after the last 
war. The original, which went 
round the country and was on ex- 
hibition at the meetings organized 
to collect funds in response to 
Nansen’s appeal, is in Friends 
House, London. 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY : 
EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


A Fatal 


Doctrine 


“WICE-ADMIRAL CILIAX has suc- 

ceeded where the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia failed.” (Times, Feb. 
14). “We have hardly received so 
disconcerting a jolt since Van Tromp, 
a broom at the masthead, sailed up 
the Medway” (N. Chronicle, Feb. 14). 
Thus, the exploit of the Scharnhorst 
and the Gneisenau drove us back to 
history. But history had no com- 
pensations. And there is no histori- 
eal parallel at all for the fall of Sing- 
apore. 

Mr. Churchill’s reaction to the dis- 
asters was curious. He appealed to 
the Russian example. Last autumn, 
he said, “the Russians did not lose 
trust in their leaders. They did not 
try to break up their government.” 
Therefore, you must not lose trust in 
me, nor must you try to break up my 
government. Non sequitur. 

In the argument is implied—as the 
appeal to Russia suggests—a consti- 
tutional doctrine fatal to this country. 
The Daily Mail (Feb. 16) believes 
that Mr. Churchill’s entourage is med- 
itating a general election on the issue 
of his personal leadership. That, in 
the present circumstances, would 
split the country from top to bottom. 
But the demand that Mr. Churchill 
should give up the post of Minister of 


(Continued on page $) 
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An Alternative 


Premier ? 


IR STAFFORD CRIPPS has 
stepped fairly into the centre of 
the political scene. His significance 
lies chiefly in this: that for the first 
time since the formation of Mr. 
Churchill’s Government in the spring 
of 1940 a possible alternative leader 
has ‘appeared. Without a visibie 
alternative Prime Minister the pouiti- 
eal consciousness of this country 
suffers a paralysis. And to paralyse 
the political consciousness of this 
nation is, in a real sense, to paralyse 
it altogether; for Britain is nothing 
if not political, The traditional 
tension between Government and 
Opposition is the expression of the 
vitality of its corporate life. That is 
the chief reason why the public has 
responded so remarkably to the 
emergence of Sir Stafford. Obscure’y, 
intuitively, men feel that he offers a 
release from paralysis. Their vague 
but deep discontents with the con- 
duct of our affairs have now a focus, 
a symbol, and a spokesman. 

It was, in the nature of things, im- 
possible that such a figure should 
emerge from the old party align 
ments. What happened when Mr. 
Churchill’s Government was formed 
was that a morally insignificant 
Labour Party was absorbed by the 
existing National Party. It had no 
positive contribution to make: it 
simply fell in behind its new leader. 
It had no conception of the nature 
of the world-crisis of a different order 
from My. Churchill’s own. Its sole 
evident concern was to prevent, in 
the interests of existing trade union 
organization, the adoption of a 
national wages policy. This question- 
able achievement apart, the specific 
contribution of the Labour Party to 
national policy was the administra- 
tion of 18B by Mr. Herbert Morrison 
For the rest, it was a non-entity. 
It could not be otherwise.. It was 
intellectually bankrupt. It had good 
reason to be grateful for Mr. 
Churchill’s resounding platitudes. 
They at least covered its own pro- 
digious vacuum of ideas. 


Naturally, the appearance of Sir 
Stafford, who is quite independent of 
the Labour Party machine, is most 
unwelcome to official Labour. Neither 
is it more acceptable to the Com- 
munists: for Sir Stafford does not at 
all believe that Russia would make 
Europe an Elysium. He believes, on 
the contrary, that this country has, 
or rather should have, a positive con- 
tribution of its own to make to the 
re-ordering of the world. He looks 
beyond Communism and Nazism, and 
beyord the merely negative and 
passive reaction to the totalitarian 
assault which is all Britain under 
Churchill is capable of. Perhaps Sir 
Stafford’s dreams will not be realised. 
But he at least is not the man to be 
afraid of a British revolution. His 
mind is accustomed to move in a 
realm of noss‘bilities into which Mr. 
Churchill’s mind is incapable of 
entering. still less the parochial 
minds of his Labour office-boys. 


Whatever Sir Stafford may prove to 
be, he has the one essential pre- 
requisite of a British political leader 
at the present time. He brings a 
new dimension into political thought. 
He is at least canable of come 
creative response to events. He is 
capable of being the focus to what- 
ever remains in this country of the 
will to be something more than the 
passiv2 victim, anaesthetized by 
grandiloquence, of forces beyond the 
comprehension of its leader. One is 
sorry for General Wavell; perhaps we 
shall be sorrv for Sir Stafford Criprs. 
But an intelligent and unselfish re- 
sponse to historical necessity by a 
courageous man is infinitely better 
than paralysis and disintegration. 


Demands of Total War 


Defence—in other words that he 
should cease to be an imitation 
Fiihrer and become a Prime Minister 
—is now vehement. Mr. Churchill’s 
bland assurance that it is really a 
gain for us that the ships escaped will 
hardly satisfy. 


Blind Imperialists 


MINHE case against Mr. Churchill is, 

in reality, overwhelming. It is 
not based on the dramatic failures of 
the war-strategy of which he jealously 
clings to the monopoly. It is based 
on his entire incapacity to appreciate 
the nature of the historical forces at 
work in the modern world. He has 
been a blind leader—alas, of the 
blind. In the country of the blind, 
says the proverb, the one-eyed man is 
king. It is not so. When a de- 
mocracy is blind, its leader must be 
blind as “well. Mr. Churchill has 
merely been dreaming the common 
dream of Englishmen. The war- 
policy he advocated between the wars 
was every whit as foolish as the sham- 
pacifism of his opponents. 


“The old British Colonial Empire 
is finished,” said a USA expert on 
Far Eastern affairs, in a nation-wide 
broadcast. “It has been thrown away 
by British imperialists. Britain’s 
imperialists still do not realize their 
world is ended for ever, for the 
United States is not fighting to restore 


A 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


(Continued from page one) 


it.” (D. Herald, Feb. 16). That is 
nearer the truth. But it needs two 
comments. First, that the USA could 
not restore it, even if it did want to. 
Second, that Britain’s imperialists are 
not a section, but the whole, of the 
British nation—with the exception of 
a handful of socialists and pacifists. 


*‘Pincers’’ Strategy 


"THE unconsciousness of British im- 

perialism accounts for the 
strange fact that the British public 
is still unaware that it has suffered 
not a defeat, but a debacle—which 
neither American nor Russian help 
can restore. The Times (Feb. 10) 
lifts the curtain a little about 
Russia. 

Certainly the Russian winter campaign 
has required and is requiring, enormous 
energy; and unless Marshal Timoshenko has 
a large, untried, and amply equipped army 
to meet its impetus,‘ we must be prepared to 
see the first German onslaught carry the 
swastika far toward the Caucasus. The 
thaw wil] not give the Russians long to 
overhaul and repair their tired and damaged 
tanks and other material, as the nature of 
the sandy ground... will enable the Ger- 
mans to begin a month earlier than in the 
aticky region north of Kharkov. 

The possibilities of German inter- 
ference with supplies to Russia have 
greatly increased by the addition of 
the Scharnhorst and the Gneisenau 
to the German battle fleet. Now a 
colossal “pincers” strategy against 
our position in the Middle Hast is out- 
lined, with the Germans thrusting to 


CUPBOARD LOVE 


By The Plain Man 


ITY the poor British Government. 


Well-meaning people 


urge it to feed the Belgians, Greeks, and goodness knows 


how many other starving and defeated Allies. 


that it must worry about starvation not only in German-occupied 
countries, but in Allied-occupied lands as well. 


In the case of the European coun- 
tries Mr. Dalton—Minister in charge 
of stopping anything reaching any- 
body on the Continent—retorts that 
the Germans have requisitioned the 
food in conquered territories. Which 
makes it rather awkward when a food 
shortage occurs in places occupied by 
our armies, 

. The problem is acute in the Arab 
countries, which form our vital Libya- 
Levant-Caspian front. The inhabi- 
tants are by no means as grateful as 
they ought to be for our protection. 
The sheiks are surly and suspicious. 

“A factor which will affect the at- 
titude of the Arab peoples to the de- 
fenders of this front is that of food 
supply,” admitted The Times in- 
cautiously on Feb. 4. 


CUTS NO ICE 
Naturally, a crusade for Christian- 


be cuts no ice with infidels; they! 
| think of their insides first. 


You can 
hardly blame them, for they don’t live 
in very fertile regions, and they know 
from experience what the presence of 
“occupying forces” means. They 
suffered “occupation” in the last war 
and some 300,000 of them died of 
starvation in Syria and Lebanon. 


In this war one government has al- 
ready been overthrown in Damascus 
following disturbances which began 
as a food riot. Four months ago a 
food crisis developed in neighbouring 
countries. 


RESULTS OF OCCUPATION 


Strange, is it not, that occupation 
by the Allies should lead to results so 
| similar, in this respect, to occupation 
by the Germans? But don’t jump to 
unpatriotic conclusions. Suavely the 
correspondent of The Times explains: 
. The causes ...were various. Local crops 
were poor last year, owing in part to a 
shortage of the fertilizers normally imported 
ftom abroad; it was feabed thaty,lack of 
shipping would prevent the meeting of local 
deficicnces by increased imports of grain 
and flour... 

But I expect the hungry Arabs are 
blaming us for the lack of shipping 
which has brought this about. After 
all, it’s our war, not theirs—and I ex- 
pect they heard Lord Woolton tell us 
on the radio that we stould remain 
the best fed nation in Europe. 

Naturdlly the enemy is cashing in 
on this situation—by taking a leaf out 
of our book. The Times complains: 


‘stomach. But civilians have stomachs, 


-Axis broadcasters have been spreading the 
unfounded but superficially plausible sug- 
gestion that the shortage of basic foodstuffs 
is due to requisitions by the Allied armies— 

while we are trying to spread in 
Europe the “superficially plausible 
suggestion” that shortages are due to 
requisitions by the German army! 


FEED THE BRUTES 


“The only effective answer to such 
untruthful propaganda,” admits The 
Times rather sadly, “is a steady sup- 
ply of food.” In other words, feed 
the brutes. The authorities, remem- 
bering (perhaps) the French queen 
who lost her head because she was 
tactless with people who had no bread, 
are acting accordingly. 


This obsession with food may seem 
rather un-English and sordid. But it 
contains a ray of hope. 


After all, we are fighting for (inter 
alia) freedom from want. We are 
sending wheat to the Arabs, lest they 
get a wrong impression of us We 
are sending) wheat to the Greeks 
(enough to last them about a fort- 
night, anyway) for auld lang syne. 


A NEW WEAPON? 


Bat, if you can buy an Arab’s good will and 
retain a Greek’s affections by shipments of 
wheat, surely the idea ought to be extended? 
Ideals may be suitable nourishment for Eng- 
lishmen, but foreigners stick to food. Let us 
give it to them—whcther they are in Allied- 
occupied territory, enemy-occupied territory, or 
even (whisper it) in Germany itself. 


Let us inaugurate a gigantic campaign of 
generosity: Let us bring the Arabs right 
back to their peace-time level of almost-enough- 
to-eat. Let us not only send a niggardly ship- 
ment of wheat to Greece, but lift the blockade 
on food for all the occupied countries of 
Europe. And then, as a fina] master-stroke 
of political and gastronomic warfare, let the 
RAF drop delicacies te the Germans! 


Show the world on which side its brerd is 
buttered, and within a fortnight the whole 
lot would he literally eating out of Mr. 
Churchill’s hand. 


CAN’T STOMACH IT? 


It may he true that an army marches on its 
too; 
sce that they are filled and you won’t need 
armies at all. (Remember that empty stom- 
achs helped to get Hitler into power.) 

Across the Atlantic the granaries are burst- 
ing with surplus wheat. Instead of planning 
to distribute it after the war we should get it 
to the hungry people now—and in quite a 
short time the world would be ao gorged and 
content it just couldn’t go on fighting. It 
would get that comfortable after-dinner feel- | 
ing of bepevolence. 


t 
| 
I present the Government with a new | 
slogan: Vitamins for Victory! i 


Now it finds | 


the Caucasus, and the Japanese oper- 
ating in the Indian Ocean. And, Mr. 
Churchill has at last frankly stated, 
“the Mediterranean is closed, and allt 
our transports have to go round the 
Cape, each ship making only three 
voyages a year.” Even these voyages 
are no longer safe. 


No Real Unity 


AJ HAT is the basic fact? The demands of 
total war are too much for us. Ruasia 
may be able to stand up to them, but Britain 
cannot, First, because she is defending a vast 
empire acquired through British sea-power in 
days when British sea-power was unchal- 
lenged: an Empire which has been only partly 
converted to a Commonwealth capable of real 
self-defence. The task was too big, even if 
Britain had been organizing herself for total 
war ever since 1918. But secondly, Britain is 
inherently incapable of being organized for 
total war: inherently, because Britain would 
cease to be Britain if she were. Such organ- 
ization is impossible on the basis of a super- 
ficia!] party compromise, protecting the vested 
interests of capital on the one side, and of 
organized Labour on the other, glossing the 
opposition over by merely emotional unity in 
common adulation of Mr. Churchill as a 
war ‘leader. 

The truth jis that Mr. Churchil] dare not 
lead the nation to unity. He deceives himself 
into the notion that, ‘the traditional England” 
can be saved. It could be saved, only at the 
price of losing the war:‘and even then it 
would be lost. Mr. Churchill] lives in a dream- 
world, where it is supposed that a vote of 
confidence for him in the House of Commons 
means effective national unity for tota] war. 
It means nothing of the sort. 


Illusion of Britain 


DO not want effective national unity for 
total war. It means totalitarianism— 
real totalitarianism. A good many pcople pre- 
tend to want it. ‘Their appetite would auickly 
sicken if they got it. (Here is where Sir 
Stafford Cripps may fall down badly: has even 
he really counted the cost?) But the position 
in which Britain is now is grotesque. The 
emotional nationa] unity, focussed in Mr. 
Churchill, is operative only in romantic war- 
strategy. 

Events, time after time, have called the 
British bluff. Is it Mr. Churchill’s personal 
bluf€? Not really. Mr. Churchill is only the 
perfect representative of British wishful think” 
ing. He deceives himself and us, because we 
want to be deceived. We want to stand in 
the old ways. His opponents criticize the re- 
sults, never the cause. Therefore, if Churchill 
goes, a terrible lot will go with him The 
iusion of Churchill is all but consubstantial 
with the illusion of. Britain, 


Washington Scene 


A BRILLIANT article by Milton Mayer om 

Washington appears in Life (Jan. 6). 
It gives a vivid picture of the strange mixture 
of confusion, devotion, and hysteria, while a 
control centre is being improvised for a huge 
mass-democracy, brought up on the principle 
that government should be reduced to the min- 
imum. Mayer, writing two months ago, 
makes one prophecy that has since come true: 
that the anti-Roosevelt forces, ‘‘isolationist’” 
and anti-New Deal, would lift up their heads 
when the shock of Pearl Harbour had passed. 


Everyone expects the honeymoon to end 
within months, perhaps weeks, perhaps with 
the Pear] Harbour investigation. Everyone 
expects that when the honeymaon ends, the 
dead cats and the low punches will fill the 
air again and under the cuver of honest 
criticism the men who hate Roosevelt will 
throw everything thcy’ve got into a desper- 
ate effort to unhorse him. 

Mayer finds the President light-hearted— 
“a man who doesn’t, and perhaps couldn’t, 
brood very long over anything’—and sug- 
gests a contrast between him and Lincoln: “a 
heavy-hearted man who didn’t like to fight 
and brooded very long over everything.” The 
contrast is driven home editorially by some 
magnificent full-page photographs of Lincoln 
preceding Mayer‘s article. I wondered 
whether the article was not itself a very 
subtle form of anti-Roosevelt propaganda. 


American Comments 


SOLATIONIST sentiment in  Amerien, 
which went underground for a few weeks 
after Pear] Harbour, has emerged with re 
newed strength. According to The Times 
(Feb. 10) the isolationiste have two lines of 
argument. First, that their contention that 
the USA was not prepared for war is nlainly 
justified: second. that the supplies which were 
freely but unwiscly sent to Britain are not 
being used properly. The Times correspond- 
ent quotes “an entirely friendv” letter from 
the editor of a great Middle-West n-wspaner 
to himeelf. Churchill. save the writer. while 
in the USA, said that Great Britain had de 
cided not to divide her forees between N. 
Africa snd Malaya, That sounded rrasnnable, 
eavecially when it was later announced that 
here wre 769.000 Imverial troops on the 
scene. “But,” he continues: 

Three days azo Churchill said in the House 
of Commons that there wre only 45,000 men 
in Libya. One division of these was Indian 
troons, and there were alan Australians. 
So it leaked, as if Churchill meant, that 
Britain had plumned all of nerhana 20.100 
Pritish treore there instesd of arrding 
10,000 to Libya and the other 10.990 to 
Malaya. To which peonle say, “My God.” 


Since that d-snatch was written, the Ameri- 
cans are srvine “My God! with r-danbled 
fury. Unfortunetely, toc, the Americans are 
making unflatterins contrasts between the re- 
sistance of the Philinpines and that of Malava, 
in which there may be an uely point. The 
Filipinos had atf-rovernment. an? their treat. 
ment by the TISA was very different from 
ours, of the Malayans. 


(Continued on page $) 
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' FINHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
' which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 

BSUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 

the pledge should be sent, and from whieh 

further particulars may be obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St_, W.C.1. 


Developing 
Hope 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


[PHE charge of causing alarm and 

despondency can no longer be 
brought against the pacifist. Ours 
is a message of hope in a world of 
despair. Military defeats or victories 
cause waves of depression and short- 
lived exultation to pass through the 
public mind, but for those who look 
‘beyond either defeat or stalemate 
there is hope. It needs cultivating 
and propagating. 


Destruction of lives and property 
continues and so does the destruction 
of the values for which we live, Our 
pacifist organization depends on the 
exercise of these human values of 
brotherhood, decency, and trust. We 
do not believe that these values can 
be saved by violence, and are building 
up our fellowship based on this faith. 


Personal faith, however, does not 
seem to be enough. Somehow we 
have to develop the idea of com- 
munity-faith, so as to arrive at its 
converse—faith in the community. 
Until these hopes are shared by those 
who live under a dark cloud of desnair 
—a cloud which seems to be taking 
on the characteristics of fog—there 
can be no progress. We claim to see 
some light and we move forward in 
faith, but our development depends 
on service and not on isolation. Un- 
less we can inspire others to come 
with us we fail in our object, which 
is the development of the PPU into 
a great political and spiritual body 
within which the values of democracy 
and true brotherhood are safe. 


At a time of despair we must be 
hopeful: without hope the people 
perish. 


DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 


The National Development Com- 
mittee met at Nottingham on Sunday. 
Reports of all the Areas were sub- 
mitted and a policy of closer relation- 
ship between National Executive and 
Area Committee was discussed in de- 
tail. 


Janet Stedman (Hast Midlands Or- 
ganizer) and Donald Port (London 
Organizer) were present and contrib- 
uted valuable criticism and informa- 
tion. 


The Committee urged that all 
groups should be asked to increase 
their efforts to make the Nottingham 
Scheme a success and to see that all 
the money raised passed through the 
hands of the Area Treasurers. 


It is encouraging to know that in 
‘the short space of six months a De- 
velopment Fund of more than £150 
has been built up and will be made 
available to those Areas which re- 


quire help. 
J.B. 
* «x ae 


Friends will be sorry to hear of the death 
of Janet Atkinson of the Hornsey Group, on 
Feb. 11 aftcr a very short illness. Misa At- 
kinson took over the leadership of the group 
at a very difficult time and was untiring in 


her devotion. 


A pamphlet for widespread 
distribution: 


“THE RIGHTS 
OF MAN 


The H. G. Welle Declaration in {ts 
latest revised form, preceded by a 


PPU statement ana the sit. im8uede. 
Price 2d. (Rd. nost free) 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard Aouse Endsleigh St, 
London, W.C.L 


PEACE NEWS 
LETTERS T 


“THE EDITOR 


PACIFISM or PARTY? 


I WAS very pleased to read the com- 

ments by “Observer” and the letter 
from John Ballinger on Mr. Maxton’s 
vote of “No confidence.” I suppose 
the excuse made by pacifist MPs for 
not voting with Mr. Maxton would be 
that they cannot vote #gainst their 
party. Yet I am sure that Mr. 
George Lansbury, had he been living 
when’ the present Prime Minister 
asked for a vote of confidence, would 
have put pacifist principles before 
party politics and would have voted 
with Mr, Maxton. 


I wonder how many of your readers 
wrote and thanked Mr. Maxton for 
his vote? I wonder, also, how many 
did not think it worth a “thank you” 
because Mr. Maxton bears the 
“wrong” label? 


The Prime Minister need not woxry 
—and, I am sure, does not worry— 
about the presence in the Lower House 
of pacifists who are content to abstain 
from voting. But I sometimes wonder 
whether Mr. Churchill’s cigar gives 
him less satisfaction than usual when 
he reads in every pro-war national 
daily, “MPs almost 100% behind 
Premier,” or “House virtually 100% 
confident in Government.” For those 
words “almost” and “virtually” make 
all the difference. They mean that, 
once again, Mr. Maxton has said, 
“No.” They mean that there is still 
one MP who is not ashamed of declar- 
ing to the world that he is entirely 
opposed to the objects of this wicked 
war. 


I am not—and never shall be-—a 
the ILP. But I say, “Thank you 
again, Mr. Maxton. You give me 
for the future than all the ‘pacifist, stop-night- 
bombing’ MPs put together. For perhaps, if 
only one says ‘No’ to the Premier, ‘My Lord 


will save the City’ "’. 
F. W. ENGLEHEART 
4 Prospect Rd., New Barnet. & 
Aid To Progress 


Sir Stafford Cripps has brought before the 
public mind the vital necessity for a clear 
statement of peace aims. ere can be no 
more important aim than the assurance of 
work and decent incomes to all after the war. 
The fear of unemployment and poverty acts 
ag a deterrent to the people of Germany in 
ridding the world of Hitlerism, yet how can 
we demonstrate to the enemy peoples that 


member of 
again and 
more hope 


T RISE to “Observer’s” bait. But 
only to make the following points 
in answer to his remarks in your issue 

of Feb. 6: 

1. There are neither pacifist, vegetarian nor, 
indeed, Christian MPs, as such, but political 
party MPs and a few independents who 
may also be pacifist, vegetarian, Christian, 
or otherwise. a 

2. Although you may be a Socialist, neither 
you nor any official of the PPU advocates 
Socialism as PPU policy, but accepts the 
limitations of representative capacity and 
avoids as far as possible involving the PPU 
in matters of purely personal conviction, 
such as Socialism. 

3. Parliamentary independence may. appear 
to escape the democratic problem of re- 
lating personal conviction to representative 
function but in fact does not do so and, 
moreover, associates personal financial re- 
sources with the liability of benevolent 


autocracy. 


4. A sense of democratic responsibility op- 
erates both in the discretion as exercised by 
ministers of churches and of MPs in rela- 
tionship, to their parties. 


The issue of personal conviction on paci- 
fism needs to avoid confusion or fusion with 
the question of how best to prosecute the 
war, 

There is much else on which one 
could comment, but I confine myself to 
the above, with the added comment 
that an MP is not necessarily either a 
fool or a knave if the problem of re-. 
solving a series of loyalties does not 
appear to him to be- as obvious and 
simple as it may do to those whose 
problem takes a somewhat different 
form. 


REGINALD SORENSEN (MP) 
88 Woodside Park Av., E.7. 


5. 


work and assured incomes for all could he 
secured without question? 

I have seen in the House of Commons that 
a rca] statement of such aims will not come 
from the Government. It must come from the 
people themselves if it is to be effective. The 
first need is for an understanding by each of 
us of the facts of the matter and the forces 
at play in society. Readers of Peace News 
ean perform no more useful function in work- 
ing for a statement of peace aims than by 
studying these matters now. 

I have no hesitation in recommending to 
them the courses of the Henry George School 
of Economies, an organization rin by volun- 
teers who realize the necessity of knowledge 
as an aid to social progress. I shall be 
pleased to give full particulars of the courses 
they offer on request. 

R. R. STOKES (MP) 


82 Victoria St., S.W.1. 


LORD PONSONBY shows 
How this War differs from the’ last 


WEAPONS. The enormous im- 

crease in the destructive 
capacity of the tank on the air 
weapon has upset military calcula- 
tions. A mistaken belief has been 
held that bombing kept up in- 
cessantly on centres in Germany 
would bring about a decisive result. 
We have been slower than the 
Germans in understanding that the 
value of the air arm lies in its co- 
ordination with land and sea forces 
and. not in the isolated bombing of 
towns. 


EVACUATION caused by enemy 
bombing of our towns was hurriedly 
undertaken and, owing to the ignor- 
ance of makeshift billeting officials, 
has produced a degree of resentment 
in homes which is always carefully 
concealed. Thrusting unfortunate 
and unwilling children into homes 
which did not. want to have them 
has been done so often that it has 
resulted in protests which show that 
the violation of the privacy of home 
life has become a serious cause of 
discontent. 


BROADCASTING, it was foreseen, 
as now developed, would be a great 
influence in enormously extending 
the herd instinct and completely sup- 
pressing independent thought. ‘fhe 
Ministry: of Information has been a 
failure from the outset, and is used 
only to stimulate a passionate 
determination for the continuance of 
the war at all costs. 


THE DEMAND FOR RETRIBU- 
TION, encouraged by the Vansittart 
vropaganda, is being strongly en- 
couraged and is damaging to any 
prospect of anything like a d-eent 
neace.. In the last war, “Hane the 
Kaiser, and punish Hindenburg,» 


Ludendorff, Tirpitz,” ete, proved a 
farce, 

PARLIAMENT is commletely sub- 
ordinated by oratory. There is no 
opposition to speak of—only mula 


criticism which is easily disposed 
of. .The oratory is never accom- 
panied by any wise strategy. The 
Labour Party is more dominated by 
the Prime Minister than are his Con- 
servative supporters. Speech-making 
spreads from the American example. 


BUREAUCRACY has very much 
increased its power and works in 
hidden corners numerically larger 
than ever, and it can issue regula- 
tions wich the force of law and can 
ignore Parliamentary protests. 


WOMEN having been conscripted 
and given uniforms, will exercise_an 
influence for war prolongation. The 
majority of them have no thought 
of what the future will mean. But 
they may become aware of one of 
the reasons for their enlistment. 


BRIBERY, in the shape of hich 
Wages, succeeds, as intendea, in 
pacifying discontent. But the war 
over, these wages stopping and un- 
employment quickly increasing may 
produce something more than silent 
discontent. 


CRIME, mostly unreported 
(specially juvenile), is becoming 
widespread: not only looting, postal 
and parcel thefts, and black market, 
but personal, because of the lowering 
of all standards of decency. 


WAR EXPENDITURE per day is almost 
double what it was Jast time. This makes the 
financiers (at first reluctant about any war 
at all) now eager for continuation until there 
is a decisive victory, as the only means of 
restoring national credit and preventing their 
own as well as national bankruptcy. 


PESTILENCE AND FAMINE. Last time 
starvation stunted the development and drove 
to dementia a whole generation in one country, 
inoculating them with the constant thought 
of eventual rcvenge. This time famine and 
pestilence are threatening to stalk with ever 
lengthening strides over many countries of 
Europe, claiming victims of adults and more 
especially children who by no stretch of im- 
Pee ean be charged with any responsi- 

lity for the tragic situation in which they 
are placed. Attempts at controlled relief, al- 


though fraught with diffienlty, are thwarted : 


aise \y the genera] extinction of any humane 
feeling. 


lvie Miller 


1 [cel that many readers of Peace News 
wil] join with members of the Norwood Group 
in mourning the sudden death of Ivie Miler 
on Feb. 7. 


She was the Peace News seller par excel 
lence, standing, in all weathers, in what she 
used to call her “‘selected pitches,” which in- 
cluded the streets of Croydon, Holborn Un- 
derground Station, Hyde Park, and outside 
many meetings, large and small. Those whe 
have stood in the streets with her will pay 
tribute to her patient answering of questiona 
and utterly fearless handling of her opponents, 
Tegardless af the abuse, amounting sometimes 
to actua] violence, which came her way. 

In addition to her contacts through the sale 
of Peace News, including those who, though 
not agreeing with her views, yet admitted her 
courage, her many friends in the Norwood 
Group, of which she was Secretary, in the 
Croydon Region, local FoR groups in the Lon- 
don Area, at Croydon Friends’ Meeting, at 
the Lighthouse Mission Shelter in Southwark, 
and at the Hungerford Club, have been in» 
spired and encouraged by her consistent en- 
thusiasm in the pacifist cause and for those 
things that belong to true peace. 

Some of us have, indeed, been put ta shame 
by her enthusiasm, and the movement has lost 
one of its most loyal supoorters, a loss which 
it will be difficult, if not impossible, to replace. 

VICTOR H. PERRY 
(Late Sec. of Norwood Group) 


Carmichael, Godstone Rd., Bletchingley. 


Commentary 


(Continued \from page 2) 


Chiang in India 


T is a little surprising to the amateur that 
Gen. Chiang Kai-Shek should be able to 
spare so much time just now; but his pro- 
longed visit to India has included four meet- 
ings with Mr. N-hru. (A meeting with Mr. 
Gandhi has not yet taken place.) 
Mr. Nehru, commenting on the diecuasions, 
insisted that there were no methods open to 
the Indian people to co-operate directly with 


| the Chinese: “We will very gladly help you; 


but our hands are tied.” The Congress Party 
could only make gestures of aid to China. 
On the. question of defence Mr. Nehru em- 
phasized’ the distinction betwecn the European 
conception of pacifism—‘a negative passive 
thing’—and Mr. Gandhi's conception—‘‘an 
active organic thing.” In no circumstances 
would India surrender to any further foreign 
aggression. Mr. Gandhi would like to meet 
aggression in his own way, but he would meet 
it and not submit to it. Others would meet 
it in a more normal way. Congress would de- 
cide between them when the question arose. 
“Tt was impossible for the present Government 
to create the psychology, the moral, or the 
mass-enthusiasm necessary for total war, and 
for a mass war effort, or for industrial pro- 
duction. The first essential factor was to 
create mass enthusiasm to get rid of existing 
Passive mass opposition.” (Times, Feb. 16). 


Indian Realities 


TE most realistic comment on this is 
supplied by the latest figures of the In- 
dian census. The population’ of India is now 
389 millions—an increase of 116 millions since 
1900 !—and represents four-fifths of the ponu- 
lation of the British Empire. India has ander 
one government the largest political aggre- 
ation of people in the world. The increasing 
pressure of population on the soil (confesses 
The Times, Feb. 16) “has heavily handicapped 
efforts to overcome the grinding poverty and 
ignorance of the rural masacs.” 

You cannot generate mass-enthusiasm for 
a war for the British Empire among people 
in such conditions. That would need 20 years 
of the same kind of work that has been pat 
in by Russia; and even then it would probably 
not have the same result. Gandhi's concep- 
tion of defence would probably prevail. And 
Gandhi's conception would prevent the appli- 
cation of Russian methods. The problem ia 


insoluble. 
A Social Crime 


RITAIN deserves to be damned. The 44- 

hour working week for children ander 16 
in the Potteries was increased to 47; now it has 
been increased to 58! And this in spite of 
the fact that pottery-making is scheduled as a 
dangerous trade because of silicosis and lead- 
poisoning, and is carried on very largely in 
small factories which date back to the worst 
period of British industrialism. “The scheme 
is not ours,” says the Managing Director of 
Copeland’s. “Mr. Bevin came down ta see 
conditions for himself before he decided on 
it” (News Chronicle, Feb. 12). He did not 
even consult his own medical inepeotora 
(Manchestet Guardian, Feb. 12). 

So the social crime—and it is a shocking one 
—rests on the shoulders of the Minister of 
Labour. As Lord Gainford pointed ont, in 
no industry, however vita] to the war-effort, 
is a child required to work more than 48 
hours. We are glad to see The Times ealls 
upon Mr. Bevin “to decide that no ciream- 
stances however exceptional can justify such 
a retrograde and retrcttable stev.” ‘The new 
order was the occasion of the first division in 
the Lords since the war: against the order 17, 
for the order, 20. 


Robot Society 


OMPARED with that, the other scandalous 
sacrifice of the coming generation, by 
allowing only technical scicntific students to 
continue a university education beyond 184 
seems almost trivial. But it is not. It is 
not so monstrous an example of sacrificing 
for the sake of survive] the reasons why we 
should survive; but the subsequent effects 
will be as disastrous to the nation spiritually 
as the eects of incressed hours in the Pot. 
teries will be physically disastrous. 
University. education. in the true sense of 
the word, becomes a mockery in such condi- 
tions. In the crucial after-war period there 
will be a complete dearth of young men 
trained to take the brorder and the larrer 
view of human affairs. One more giant etride 
toward the robot society. 


4 


PEACE NEWS 


February 20, 1942 


“War Under New 
Management” 


SLOGAN FOR L.L.P.? 


aE Scottish ILP Conference was 

pf considerable interest to paci- 
fists. Indeed, the light thrown on 
ILP policy was such that it is sur- 
prising that the conference received 
so little attention. 

The main issue was the basic reso- 
lution which states the ILP attitude 
to the war. The resolution rather 
vaguely states that “a Socialist Brit- 
ain would give a lead to the whole 
world for peace by appealing to the 
peoples to end the war on the basis 
of the social justice, freedom, and 
pooled resources of International So- 
cialism.” 

As it stands, that statement is 
capable of several interpretations. 
For example, does it mean that the 
ILP will have no peace except a so- 
cialist peace? What does the ILP do 
if a non-socialist Germany, under 
Hitler or anyone else, offers to ne- 
gotiate peace? 

Until the Scottish conference, these 
and similar questions have remained 
unanswered. 


TWO INTERPRETATIONS 


At the conference, an attempt was 
made to commit the ILP to ending the 
war as a primary objective. An 
amendment proposed that “a socialist 
Government would immediately de- 
clare the war at an end,” and then 
appeal to the peoples to make a peace 


on the basis of social justice, etc. The, 


debate on the amendment brought 
forth two authoritative interpreta- 
tions of official policy. 


One came from Mr. John McGovern, 
MP. To the tune of “We don’t want 
to fight, but by Jingo if we do!” he 
made it clear that the ILP is not pre- 
pared to make peace with Hitler. 

The ILP opposes the Government 
because it does not believe that the 
Churchill Government can provide 
that political direction to the war that 
is necessary for the overthrow of Hit- 
ler. The ILP wants the war con- 
tinued until Europe accepts socialism, 
Such was Mr. McGovern’s interpreta- 
tion of the ILP view. 


WAR-SWITCH 


Prior to McGovern’s speech, the 
Glasgow chairman, Mr. Jas. Car- 
michael, who is also a member of the 
National Council, had explained that 
the ILP would declare ¢his war at an 
end only to declare immediately its 
own war against Hitler. The war 
would go on until the German people, 
presumably on the instructions of the 
ILP, carried out a revolution against 
Hitler, 

In view of two such authoritative statements, 
we are entitled to say that the ILP is not 
opposed to the war. It wants to run it! It 
is true that the official statement does not 
speak with the same frankness as did 
McGovern and Carmichael. It is stil] possible 
to read the statement either as an anti-war 
or as an anti-Government declaration. 

That the ILP is merely anti-Government is 
now clear. That being so, may we now ex- 
pect the ILP to amend its appeal to the 
people so that it will be clearly understood 
that the ILP asks for power to switch the 
war from an imperialist one to a revolution- 
ary one? And may we suggest that “War 
under New Management” should now be the 
siogan of ILP candidates in future by- 


elections? 
JACK GIBSON 


* * ak 


At the recent Scottish Conference 
of the Independent Labour Party an 
amendment to the basie resolution 
was moved in the following terms:— 


A Socialist Britain would immediately de- 
clare the war at an end and appeal to the 
peoples of the world to end war on the 
basis of social] justice, freedom, and pooled 
resources of international socialism. 


This amendment was defeated by 35 
votes to 16, 


LIFE OF MARY HUGHES 
A life of the late Miss Mary Hughes, the 
well-known pacifist and sogial worker in 
Whitechapel, who died last April, is to be 
written by Mrs. Stephen Hobhouse, of “Fai- 
jand,” Broxbourne, Herts. 


Mrs. Hobhouse will‘be pleased to hear from 
those who have memories of her and to bor- 
gow any jettera in their possession. These 
gould be returned after copying. 


Please note our only address 
C A BROCK & Co, Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For ail Printing & 
Stationery 
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Opposition to Conscription in 


U.S.A. — BRITAIN — CANADA 


IX American conscientious ob- 
jectors, chosen “for qualities of 
leadership and personal character” 
from 1,500, may be sent to restore 


bombed houses in England. 

They are now in camps in Philadelphia and 
they will be sent (according to a BUP mes- 
sage published in the London Evening News 
on Monday) if the US Foreign Office approves. 


* * s 


Two COs, who, after being called up, were 
each sentenced to a year’s imprisonment, ap- 
pealed to the Appellate Tribunal, were returned 
to the army, and subsequently sentenced to 
two years’ detention, have now been released. 
They are Robert Campbell, of Glasgow, and 
Stanley Hilton, of Rochdale. The detention 
sentences were imposed at Marske on June 
14, 1941, since when the Central Board for 
Conacientious Objectors has been pressing for 
their release. They returned to their units 
on Feb. 6. 

A son of the Duke of Bedford, Lord Hugh 
Hastings Russell, was registered as a CO at 
Cambridge on Feb. 12 on condition that he 
undertakes full time Civil Defence work. De- 
scribing. himself as a Christian pacifist, he 
had asked for complete exemption. He is re- 
ported to have said that he, was “prepared to 
make any sacrifice to help reconstruction after 
the war.” 


HOME GUARD 


Provision for the enrolment and 
training as Home Guards of unpaid 
part time Civil Defence personnel is 
being made, according to the Daily 
Telegraph (Feb. 13). 

It is part of the “instructions for the better 
use of available man-power through closer co- 
operation between the Home Guard and the 
Civil Defence Services,” which, according to 
the report, “are being issued by the War 
Office and the Ministry of Home Security.” 

Whole-time civil] defence workers and mem- 
bers of the ambulance service or first aid 
detachments are excluded from the arrange- 
ments. Mr. Herbert Morrison, Minister of 
Home Security, said in the House of Commons 
that training would not be compulsory. 

s s ° 


For the benefit of those who may receive 
directions to enrol] in the Home Guard, some 
notes on the position of COs in relation to 
the Home Guard have been prepared by the 
Information Departmcnt of the CBCO. 

The CBCO’s pamphlet, ‘Court Martial 
Guide,” has been revised and thus provides 
up-to-date as well as complete information for 
the assistance of men who, though COs, find 
themselves in the armed forces. It is obtain- 
able from 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, at 8d. 


HERE is a considerable body of 

opinion in Canada opposed to 
conscription for overseas military 
service, which the present Govern- 
ment pledged itself not to introduce. 

The “Manchester Guardian” corre- 
spondent in Ottawa commented re- 
cently on the defeat by a majority of 
4,000 of Mr. Arthur Meighen, Con- 
servative candidate in a by-election in 
South York, Toronto. Mr. Meighen 
stood for “outright conscription for 
overseas service.” but was defeated 
in what was previously regarded as 
“one of the safest Conservative seats 
in the country.” 


Other press reports recently re- 
ferred to police intervening when 
young men in one large Canadian 
city demonstrated against con- 
scription. 

“It is now apparent,” says The Times (Feb. 
16), “that the French Canadians—about one- 
third of the total population of Canada—will 
vote almost unanimously against the release 
of the Government from their pledge.” 

has 


The Alberta Legislature, moreover, 
passed a resolution protesting against the 
plebiscite. The prospects of a majority for 
conscription in the plebiscite are receding, 
and the Government may decide not to risk 
an adverse vote. 


COUNCILLORS WALK OUT 


At a recent meeting of Wimbledon 
Borough Council, Councillor N. C. 
Edwards, a Quaker and member of 
the Peace Pledge Union, moved for 
the second time to rescind a previous 
resolution of the council by which 
any employees were to be discharged 
who were conscientious objectors, 
active PPU miembers, Communists, 
Fascists or objectors to the war 
against Germany. 

Councillor Edwards, whose motion was sec- 
onded by Councillor Braddock, leader of the 
Labour group, further moved to reinstate 
three clerks who had been discharged as con- 
scientious objectors. A Conservative alder- 
man asked members to walk out when Coun- 
cillor Edwards rose to speak, but not more 
than ten did so, and they returned when the 
speaker had finished. The resolution was de- 
feated, only four members voting in favour. 


Is this a 
Just War? 


(Continued from page 1) 


attempts at arbitration must have 
been made and have failed—may be 
illustrated by one out of many 
examples. 

At 9.15 om the evening of August 29, 1939, 
Lord Halifax knew that Hitler accepted the 
mediation of the British Government to sug- 
gest that the Poles send a plenipotentiary to 
Berlin to conduct discussions ‘‘on footing of 
complete equality.” The one stipulation was 
that he should arrive by midnight on August 
80, a not unreasonable request since Warsaw 
was only and hour and a half from Berlin by 
air and, with two armies standing face to 
face an “incident” might at any time occur. 

Sir Neville Henderson informed Lord Halifax 
that he considered the Poles should accede ta 
this and also that Hitler was determined ta 
achieve his ends “by so-called peaceful fair 
means if he can.” Lord Halifax refused ts 
advise the Polish Government to avail itself 
of this opportunity and (apparently that there 
should be no chance of it) did not notify the 
Poles of the offer until the time-limit had ex- 
pired (Blue Book: 79, 82, 88, 89). 

Thia deliberate sabotage of a last chance of 
peace by Lord Halifax, in face of the advice 
of his own Ambassador, is itself sufficient to 
dispose of the paid noe. 


Thus, we who take our stand on the az 
“thealogical points” are convinced—beyond, 1 
believe, any possibility of refutation—that this 
war, declared by the British Government, is, 
on every, one of the points, “unjust”: and we 
can, therefore, have no part in it because to 
do so, for us, would be to commit the sin of 
murder. It is just as much murder to kill 
a foreign soldier unjustly with a bayonet as to 
kill your next-door neighbour unjustly with s 
carving knife. 

But, because there are many who misin. 
terpret this attitude, there are three caveats 
which must be added. 

To say that the British Government’a war 
is “‘unjust”’ does not necessarily imply that the 
German Government’s war is ‘“‘just,” for “‘s 
war must be unjust on one side, but it may 
be on both.” 

The “theological points” are applicable only 
to Christians. Their argument is, obviously, 
not valid for those who reject Christianity— 
Marxist Communists, for instance, and Jews 
and !Mohammcdans. 

The man who is ignorant of the true facts 
because he accepts without question the Gov- 
ernment’s propaganda version and who fights 
because, according to his information, it is his 
duty is obviously not to be classed as a “mur- 
derer.” But the professional soldier, if in 
real doubt, may obey orders, but he must ex- 
amine the justice of the cause, and if con- 
vinced of its injustice refuse to fight. ‘The 
duty of examination is far more binding on 
other people. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraitt 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, ? 
lines), who will give special attention to th: 
requirements of oaciflats 


JAIL-DESTINED C.0., 29, (non-Christian ; 
vegetarian) wants sympathetic accommodation, 
bedsitting, W-.C.1 or near; breakfast, supper; 
or cooking facilities. Box 110 PN, 8 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. i 

8.0.8. Urgently required by C.O. and wife, 
unfurnished rooms or house in Barnstaple or 
neighbourhood. Box 120 PN, 8 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


TO LET. Top two floora (or part) pacifist 
vicarage, Central London. Terminus 4020. 


EDUCATIONAL D 


KIDSTONES School, Bishopdale, Leyburn, 
Yorks. Vacancies for boys and girls over 9 
years old. In perfect surroundings the school 
life ia enjoyed by happy and energetic children. 
Holiday children welcome, 24 gna. per week. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic. 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence Jessons 5s. each. (Also small 
classes, 13. 6d. each.) Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hi]! Rd., London, N.W.38. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriaz: 
said nll complete, thus ready to use. £8 17: 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

WANTED. Cheap caravan or hut, with or 
without plet land, any district. Please send 
details A.P. c/o Rock House, Cleeve Hill, Chel- 
tenham, Glos. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


MORTGAGE and loans required for _eom- 
munity venture. Excellent security. Kindly 
send particulars amount willing advance and 
terms to Box 109 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


VACANCIES for male pacifists in smail 


market gardening settlement. Keep, packet 
migmay. Oaklea, Great North Rd., Welwyn, 
erts. 


WANTED, for Christian Pacifist Farm, Do- 
mestic Worker, able to cook and take respon- 
sibility if necessary. Bed-sitting room; con- 
genial home. Secretary, Goose Green Farm, 6 
King Square, Bridgwater. 


2 C€.0.8 require female pacifist or uneon- 
ditional male for household duties in Forestry 
Unit, S. Wales area. Photograph desirable. 
Box 98 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c, 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and literaturs 
respecting the Faith and Practice of tin 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica 
tion to the Friends’ Homes Service Committes 
Friends’ House. Euston Road. London NW 

READ The Graalist League: a Foundation by 
Alfred Hy. Haffenden. A program of indi- 
vidual life and group action. The C. W. 
Daniel Co., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Eaaex. 
ls. 2d. post paid. 


T 


a 


2d. per word, minima 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 


‘lassified advertisements: MONDAY 

Nisplayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—3 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


MEETINGS. & 

FOOD RELIEF. Meeting at Wesley Central 
Hall, Thirleby Rd., Burnt Oak, Edgware, on 
Fri., Feb. 27, at 7.80. Speakers: Sybil Mor- 
rison, H. J. Blackmore; Chairman: J. W. 
Pratten. 

SOUTH- WEST LONDON. Public Meeting: 
“Food Relief to Europe’; speaker, Roy 
Walker; Sat., Feb. 21, 8.80 p.m., at the Par- 
ochia] Hall, Oldridge Rd., Balham Hill. 

UNITED SOCIALIST MOUVEMENT. 
ings every Sunday, 106, George St., Glasgow, 
C.1, 7.80 p.m. questions, discussions. Study 
Circle, Thursdays, 8 p.m. Group meetings, 
Mondays, 8 p.m. Comrades wishing to become 
national members should write Secretary, en- 
closing stamp for reply. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_ ANY WOMAN desiring delightful modern- 
ized country home, 8 miles Harrogate, assist 
household duties; 3 children, 7, 6, 24; own 
produce, 4 acre garden, orchard, poultry, bees. 
Write Box 106 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

BEEKEEPER. A leading Cotswold pro- 
fessional honey producer requires an assistant 
not necessarily experienced, for next season. 
Box 97 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

CARETAKER for Church and Canteen 
(rooms provided). References. Box 114 PN, 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

CHRISTIAN Social Worker for Hostel and 
Canteen. Give references. Box 118 PN, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EDUCATED, intelligent young lady (or un- 
conditionally registered €.0.) urgently re- 
quired as unpaid secretary to philosopher- 
psychologist in pleasant country house. In- 
teresting and educative work; no politics. 
Applicants should be quiet, tactful, cheerful, 
and cultured; the right person will find much 
scope for doing good. Send full particulars 
of yourself to Box 107 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


HELPER wanted for garden and farm at 
nursery school for evacuees; 14 acres, 14 child- 
ren. 5s. a week and keep. Beer Warm, Dul- 
verton, Somerset. 

PLEASANT ROOM offered rent free ex- 
change light domestic duties, some cooking, 
companionship elderly lady. N.W. District. 
Write Box 112 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

RESERVED domestic vacancy progressive 
boys’ school. Home offered woman with child, 
i ag couple. Box 111 PN, 8 Blackstock 
a: hE SS STS ST Se 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd.. London N.4 


by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Oliffors 
Printing So., (T.U.), Lond 3, N.2@ 


Meet- 


SITUATIONS VACANT (cont.) 


SCIENCE-LANGUAGE Master, Northern 
progressive school. Any nationality. Box 108 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

SINCERE person required) to undertake 
housework in private farmhouse, East Yorks. 
Not as family, but good home and conditions; 
consider sisters or friends, one poultry and 
gardening; suit couple without children (or 
one toddler), man some experience land work. 
Box 118 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

VACANCY on smallholding (market garden- 
ing) in Devonshire for young man. C.O. pre. 
ferred, with experience; live in with family, 
and pocket money to commence; not afraid of 
work; pleasant surroundinga for willing 
worker. Write in first instance to Box 119 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WANTED, C.0O., Quaker preferred, to assiat 
farmer in South-West. Some experience with 
machinery and gardening an advantage. Good 
home offered. Box 94 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


WANTED, compositor or learner, ful! op 
part-time. Five-day week; London S-E.11. 
Write Box 96 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY, Assistant 
Master and Kindergarten Mistresa in school 
for backward boys. Apply W. K. Guest, 


Pretton Hall, Burlton, Salop. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


AFTER Easter. Woman C.O. (21) seeks 
work, preferably creative, Bournemouth area; 
anything, anywhere considered; artistic, mua- 
deal. practical. Box 121 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 

AL 


C.O., married, seeks employment in milk 
distribution or similar, near London; experi- 
enced. Unfurnished accommodation essential). 
Box 115 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.0., 26, completed prison sentence, seeks 
work, clerk-salesman. 12 years last employ. 
ment. Box 116 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.0., 26, single, exempt, adaptable, used to 
responsibility, seeka position. Experience in- 
cludes staff control, correspondence, publicity, 
and travelling. Box 95 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 


MAN, pacifist, 44. Traveller with speciale 
ized technical and artistic ability—good cor 
respondent, organizer; types, drives car—re- 
quires responsible post. Physical bar to 
heavier manual] work. Box 117 PN, 8 Biack- 
steck Rd, N.4. 

WORK on land required (market gardening 
preferred) by conditionally exempt C.0., with 
wife and two young children. Fond of gar 
dening and country life. Tom H. Brown, 18 
Seafield Rd., London N.11. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reforma Vag 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday os 
ceatful recuperation; all modern scmforts.— 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Orich, Mab 
tock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 


+) 

LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Aliana,” Grasmere, 
Vegetarian Guest House, open all the yeas 
round for strenuous or restful holidays ami@ 
aome of England's finest acenery. H. and e. 
water alj bedrooms.—Write: Isabel Jamee. 
Phone: Grasmere 129. 


